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President’s Message - November 2007 
 

Where is Bicycling in Charlotte Going? 
Good question!  To find out I went to the city’s Public Meeting #1 on its Bicycle 
Master Plan update.  Thanks to good media publicity and lots of encouragement 
from various activities with Web and email campaigns the meeting was 
exceptionally well attended and cyclists of all stripes actively participated in 
offering information to the contractor drafting the update of the plan, Toole Design 
Group of Hyattsville, MD. 
    Toole Design sought input on four main topics: a public assessment of the routes 
on the Transportation Action Plan (TAP) map, identification of specific 
intersections or physical barriers that are uncomfortable or difficult for cyclists and 
that serve as obstructions in the bicycle network, public comment on the strengths 
and weaknesses of bicycling in Charlotte from lists prepared by several activities, 
and public feedback on existing and needed bicycling related educational 
opportunities.  I was a fly on the wall from Mint Hill who doesn't have a lot of 
experience cycling most of Charlotte's streets because, (a) can't safely get there 
from here, and (b) I'm not interested in driving my bike into Charlotte to go on a 
ride out of town and back when I can quickly be in the countryside from my back 
door.  Nevertheless, I was very impressed at the participation of the attendees, 
some of whom are very passionate about seeing Charlotte become a truly cycle 
friendly city.   
    As I examined the TAP maps to identify bicycling routes and the impediments to 
cycling I felt like a high-flying bomber pilot trying to hit a chicken coop from forty 
thousand feet.  This is where the local riders really showed their desire to have 
Toole Design get things right from the start.  They identified a ton of problem 
areas.  In a similar manner they pulled no punches in where they saw strengths and 
weaknesses in the city's drive to become real world cycle friendly.  The contractor 
representatives were all ears and more than willing to answer questions and share 
their experiences on doing similar projects for other municipalities.  All in all it was 
a well-spent two hours and I was able to provide my two cents worth, a laid out and 
test ridden cycle-friendly route from Mint Hill to University city. 
 

Time Trial Season Wraps Up 
CCTTA held its final time trial event at Lowe's Motor Speedway on 9 October.  
Although the field seemed to me to be smaller than earlier events it was still well 
attended by an enthusiastic group of riders of all ages and abilities.  The next time 
you feel riding is getting tougher as you get older, think about the septuagenarians 
who go out and leave it all on the track for 10 miles.  What a bunch of competitors!  
I want to extend my personal thanks to all the TWTC volunteers who helped 
out at the season's events.  I had a very enjoyable time lending a hand and I know 
from many riders' comments throughout the season that they are appreciative of the 
volunteer support.  Your efforts also garnered a sizeable amount of good publicity 
for TWTC. 
 

Speedy Recovery 
      Last Point: if you haven't done so, send a note of some type to VP Bill Murphy 
who's recovering from neck surgery following a crash.  We want to see him back 
awheel as quickly as possible.  Speedy recovery, Bill! 

 
JayBrosnan, TailWind President 

jbrosnan@earthlink.net 
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2007 Club Officers 
President Jay Brosnan jbrosnan@earthlink.net  704 545-9774 
Vice President Bill Murphy wam-murphy@carolina.rr.com  704-533-4799 
Ride Coordinator John Talani jtalani@carolina.rr.com 704-504-1875 
Newsletter Editor Susanna Sisk NewsieSuzieSisk@carolina.rr.com  704-301-5655 
  & Sec./Treas. 

INCOME  
(balance forward from 10/24/07) 

$1001.70

     Dan/Dolores Coughlin (Membership)       20.00
Total Income $1021.70
Expenses  
Renewal registration for web URL and 
Host serving 10-07 to 10-08 -227.40 

Lee Anne BarryFoundation    -25.00 
NET INCOME $769.30

 
 
For the full breakout of income/expenses go to: 
http://www.tailwindtandemclub.com/Income2005.htm  
 
2007 Members in good standing as of 10/24/07 
Membership 07 - Jay/Mary Brosnan 
Membership 07 – Roy Peche/Nancy Dartnall 
Membership 07 – Charlie/Resa Blackmon 
Membership 07 – Ed/Bentha Johnson 
Membership 07 – Bill/Joyce Murphy 
Membership 07 – Dan Alion & Family 
Membership 07 – Ron/Marcia Blaine 
Membership 07 – Hank/Gail Cook 
Membership 07 – Talani/Sisk 
Membership 07 – Dan/Dolores Coughlin 

Nov Birthday/Anniversary wishes 
Birthday 
Leslie Underwood Nov 4 
Roy Peche  Nov 5 
Jennifer McCann  Nov 7 
Sherry Lee  Nov 10 
Betty Boettger  Nov 16 
Jack Schierlmann  Nov 17 
Davis Schierlmann Nov 17 
Bill Murphy  Nov 18 
Duncan McCabe  Nov 23 
Charlie Gable  Nov 25 
 
Anniversary: 

Articles for the Dec. 
newsletter are due on 
Nov. 22 to 
NewsieSuzieSisk@carolina.rr.com  

Our hearts go out to these families: 
New River Trail Death 
>-----Original Message-----  
>From: ian356@earthlink.net 
>Sent: Monday, October 22, 2007 10:09 AM  
Subject: GVC - Sad news about Saturday's New River Trail trip  
During a ride on the New River Trail near Fosters Falls, VA this past Saturday, d'Anne 
Hatcher was struck and killed by a large rock that fell from a cliff overlooking the 
trail. She was leading a group of Triad cyclists, including several club members. The 
accident was a sad ending to a day that many of us had been looking forward to for a 
long time. Please keep her, her family and friends in your thoughts. There will be a 
memorial service Tuesday 10 AM at Salem Lake.  
 
 
 
 
http://www.charlotte.com/112/story/328742.html 
 
http://www.thebigride.org/testimony.html  
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TailWind Tandem Club 
Holiday Gathering 

 
Date: Wednesday, December 5 
Time: 6:30 Happy hour 
Dinner 7:00 pm –  
 
Location: Red Rocks Cafe, Bar & Bakery 
Address: 4223 Providence Rd. 
Phone: 704- 364-0402 
Reservation: Ask for the table for TailWind 
 
Please bring one- unwrapped children’s present 
OR 
Non-perishable staple to be given to a needy family this Holiday Season. 
 
Please confirm your attendance to Susanna at newsiesuziessisk@carolina.rr.com . so 
proper seating can be made or call 704-301-5655.  
 

Please RSVP no later than Dec. 3 



 Page 4Charlotte, NC

It's Time for New Cycling Duds 
 
Several folks have asked if we can purchase TailWind Tandem Club jerseys and shorts.  The issue is -- can we raise enough interest 
in clothing to make economical purchases.  This is where you come in.  We have to know your level of interest in particular items 
before we can attempt to update our designs and find a vendor that will make the items at prices that won't break the bank.  Now, 
here's where you come in.  If are interested in replacing your current jersey(s) and in getting other TailWind Tandem Club themed 
clothing we have to know.  While the information we are seeking is not an absolutely firm commitment on your part we do need 
reliable numbers.  So, please list your preferences and needs from the list below.  When you've listed what you want, email your 
needs to Newsie Suzie at newsiesuziesisk@carolina.rr.com . She will pass your list of mentionable to the “Duds Committee”. 
 
Name: _______________________________________________________________ 
Email: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Item     Men's Quantity/Size  Women's Quantity/Size 

Short Sleeve Jersey   ________/________ ________/________ 

Sleeveless Jersey   ________/________ ________/________ 

Women's Elastic-free Jersey  ________/________ ________/________ 

Long Sleeve Jersey   ________/________ ________/________ 

Long Sleeve Jacket   ________/________ ________/________ 

Sleeveless Wind Vest   ________/________ ________/________ 

Windbreaker    ________/________ ________/________ 

Arm Warmers    ________/________ ________/________ 

Shorts     ________/________ ________/________ 

Bib Tights    ________/________ ________/________ 

Socks     ________/________ ________/________ 

Hat     ________/________ ________/________ 
Other Misc. (please indicate)  ________/________ ________/________ 

 
 

Reindeer Romp Ride 
 
Date:  Saturday, December 8, 2007 
Location: Arysley Town Village, Hwy 49 at YMCA Steele Creek Branch, parking lot 

(2135 Ayrsley Town Blvd.) 
Time:  9:00 AM 
Miles:  20 and 40 mile options 
Cost:   $1.00 per rider (Thank you gift to the first 25 riders) 
Contact: John Talani,   704-504-1875   jtalani@carolina.rr.com 
  Susanna Sisk 704-301-5655   newsiesuziesisk@carolina.rr.com  
 
Come join Team TASK from the TailWind Tandem Club for their year-end ride. A big thank you to all for 
keeping us safe on the road while group riding. This is open to all bicycle friends and will include a few 

tandems for your final year-end drafting. 
 

Cue sheet provided; go at your own pace. Helmets are mandatory. 
After the ride, join the group in a holiday munch-fest. If in doubt of weather, check 

www.tailwindtandemclub.com morning of the ride for any change. 
 

John TAlani and Susanna SiSK 
Team TASK 

TailWind Tandem Club, Charlotte, NC 
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Ride Coordinator – John Talani, 704-504-1875 
jtalani@carolina.r.com  

Date Event Location Information Contact URL

Nov. 3 Discover Anson Bike 
Ride Ansonville, NC 

Feature of the Uwharrie Mts and 
foothills; Pee Dee Vally Refuge, family 
ride and mil options 

 www.discoveranson.com  
www.discoveranson.com/bikeride 

Nov. 3 Tour de Nantahala Bryson City, NC Mile options; great ride Kathy 828-488-2176; bikeshop@noc.com www.noc.com 

Nov. 10 Cruisin' in the Country Claxton, GA Weekend of fun Chamber (912) 739-1391 
info@claxtonevanschamber.com  http://www.claxtonevanschamber.com/cruisin.htm 

Nov. 11 Big Stampede Concord, NC Shop till you drop; ride 25/50 ml Swap what you don’t want. http://www.bigstampede.com/  

Nov. 29-Dec. 2 FestiVELO de 
Charleston Charleston, SC Check out this event with a lot of loaded 

extras 
Charles Fox, (843) 303-3334 
Santa@festivelo.org http://www.festivelo.org 

Dec. TBA Jingle Bell Ride Charlotte, NC Mile options Team TASK 704 504-1875 www.tailwindtandemclub.com 

WHAT A GREAT YEAR…. CAN’T WAIT UNTIL 2008! 

Tandem Rallies 2008     

Mar. TBA Sebring Tandem Rally Sebring, FL   http://www.kenlodge.com/packages/?id=105  
Apr. TBA Alabama Tandem Rally    http://home.comcast.net/~alabamatandemweekend/  

Apr. 25-27 Southwest Tandem 
Rally Tulsa, OK   http://www.denlynmor.com/SouthWestTandemRally2008.htm  

May 16-18 Georgia Tandem Rally 
(GTR) 10th Anniv. Albany, GA   http://www.georgiatandemrally.com/ 

Jun. TBA Tennessee Tandem 
Rally (TTR) Alcoa, TN   http://www.thetandemlink.com/TTR.html  

Jul 4-6 NW Tandem Rally McMinnville, OR   http://www.nwtr.org/  
Aug. 1-3 ETR Durham, NH    
Aug. 29-Sep 1 Midwest Tandem Rally Springfield, IL   http://www.mtr2008.org/  
Sep. TBA STR Bowling Green, KY    

 
To view other day rides and or tandem rallies currently posted go to ~  

 
Do you have a favorite ride you know about? 

Let your ride coordinator know so it can get posted. 

As a reminder we have some great team members that have stepped forward to 
help with the TailWind club. Nominations for officers are once upon us for 
the coming year. If you have a favorite person you would like to nominate to 
officership, please email newsiesuziesisk@carolina.rr.com with your nominee 
by November 121 The ballot will be available for election of 2008 officers in 
December.   Susanna Sisk, Sec./Treasurer 

Have a Safe 
Thanksgiving 
Holiday.  
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TailWind Tandem Club 
Non-profit Organization 
11918 Hookston Lane 
Charlotte, NC 28273 

http://www.tailwindtandemclub.com 

You can tell when you aren’t riding your bike 
enough when you get “friends” checking out your 
bike. Look close – black on black but you will see 
Mr. Windy. 

Ron & Marcia Blaine

41¢ 


